CHAPTER  SEVENTEEN

MARIA THERESA'S understanding of her country's
position during the War of the Bavarian Succession had
surprised some of the men at her Court. It had been
generally believed that her judgment of affairs had
been impaired by her disconsolate frame of mind and
her declining health, but her astuteness during this war
convinced them that they had been mistaken. She was
no longer always able to act wisely and with the necessary
determination, but her theoretical grasp of the political
problems affecting Austria was sure to the end.

Increasingly, however, her every thought was centred
on Austria alone, on the past and future of her Family.
Now that she was no longer convinced that this dynasty
was eternal, her passion for Austria became fierce and
narrow. Other countries interested her only as they
concerned Austria, and even before the depression
which overcame her after the Bavarian War she was
curiously unaware of the tremendous changes that were
occurring in the outside world. She was entirely a
product of the old order; she never saw beyond the
traditional conceptions taught her by her father.

She did not have the slightest understanding of the
challenge to the old order expressed, for instance, in the
Americans' Declaration of Independence. She was not
in the least ctirious to know more about these " rebels:"
To her rebellion meant the revolt of a group of men
against one King in favour of another ruler. It would

never have dawned upon her that men could revolt
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